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FRIS—-4015-688
S October 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR: Divector, Foreign Broadeast Information Service
THROUGH = Chief, Operations Group

SURJECT = Momthly Report——Jordan Bureau——September 1988

I. GENERAL

Comtiruwing its downward trend, the Jordamian dinar has )(’
now officially declined some 12 percent against the dollar and
further against several other currerncies. I additicow Ammarn money
changers now of fer an extra 10 percent for cash and slightly less
for personal checks. Iri the West Bank, cited as a harbinger of
evernts ivm the East, the dirmar is guoted in the .460 to 480 range,
versus the official rate of 375, and some forecasters are
predicting that the rate in Ammarn will shortly reach the . 500
level. These exchange rates bode well in the short run for _the
bureau budget but also may irndicate futuwre stresses in the
Jordamidn political arena.

|

_ !

II. OPERATIONS i
' I

l

A. Mowmitorial/Editorial

1. The bureau suffered several power outapges of an
howr or longer in the first two weeks of September caused by
praoblems at the Embassy (in one instance, blown fuses).
Digruption to coverage was minimal, and the problems now seem to
have beern resolved.

#. On the first of the month the Ammarn weekly
JERUSALEM STAR, only & years old, ceased publication on the orders
of a rnewly appointed management committee of the Jordan Fress and
Fublishing Company, publisher of AL-DUSTUR.

E. Lateral Services

1. With AG’s comcurrence, the bureau proposed
drapping the processing of "special messapges"" broadeast by Baghdad
Voice of the PLO. The BEC responded that their "official
consumers value highly ?special messages’...and would thus like to
see continued filing."

e Uporn the request of AID Director Lewis Reade for
information on this "intermational incident, " the bureau supplied
him with a copy of an item filed by Tel Aviv Bureau on a flow of
sewage from Jordan into Eilat in Israel.

3. FRAA Representative Donald Jones has again
expressed thanks for receiving FRIS items on aviation matters,

gsayivng they provide "very good material” for office cables.
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FRIS~-4015-88
S Oectober 1988

Fage Twao
IIT. ADMINISTRATION
. Ferscrmel
1. Communicat ions operator resigred STAT
effective 10 September.
£. Senior monitor/shift supervisor ‘\K \ STAT
resigred effective 24 September in order to look into job

v .

|

apportunities in Bahrain, possibly in the Information Ministry

there. |
|

3. entered on duty as an FBN-5/1 STAT
communications operator on 11 September.

4, RAppraoval has been granted fmr‘ to STAT
enter on duty as an FEN-7/1 Arabic mowitor trainee in October.

S Electronics Engirneer maryied STAT

\7 September and departed Amman 8 September for a STAT
foneymoor in: Istanbul and the Sea of Marmora. .

B. Buildings and Grounds

The Embassy severely pruned the trees linivng the back
wall of the compound during the month and in the process cut the
bureau’s long wire. It will be several days more before it can be
replaced.

Iv. VISITS

1. Deputy Chief/UOperations Group visited STAT
Amman from 27 September until 1 October.

e R visiting headquarters senicr analyst on TDY in the
Middle East visited the bureau on 18 September to discuss media
coverage of Islamic fundamentalism with several buwreau monitors

headed by Chief Monmitor| STAT

3. New Embassy CFR0O Carl Obiden paid a familiarization
visit to the bureaun on 11 September.

4. Bureauw Chief [::::::Jwas o AR/L and TDY fov the ' STAT

bureaun chiefs? conferernce from 8 to 23 September.

9. Senior Editor almost found himself STAT
stranded on the West Rark while serving as a nonprofessional
courier to the Consulate in Jerusalem on the 23 September weekend.
Tel Aviv Bureau assisted in rotifying him that the JORDAN TIMES
raported that the King Husayn (Allenby) bridge was to be closed
prior to his intended corossing time and to remain claosed for
nearly two days. He made it to the bridge with a margin of 195
minutes.
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FRIS—-4015~-88
S October 1388
Fage Three

V. COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

1. Deputy Chief \Spake at a "mission STAT
briefing"” on 13 September. Part of the Embassy’s crientation
program, the purpose of the briefing was to inform rewcomers and
others about the structuwre and puwrpose of the post.

wife of Senicr Editor STAT
has been chosen by the Deperndernt Hiring Committes to serve as part
of a team of tws as the Embassy’s rnew Community Liaison Dfficers.

o
[y

3. ‘ ‘was the guest of honor at a reception STAT
given by the bureau chief =29 September. It was attended by the
DCM, the military attache, AID's director and rnumerous other
luminaries of the Amman social scene.

Chief, Amman Bureau




